Law and psychology in South Africa: development and recommendations (3).
In this last article in a series, the historical development and present status of forensic psychology in South Africa are discussed. First, a critical comparison is made between the legal status of forensic psychologists and that of psychiatrists, and reasons for the present situation are given. Secondly, the reasons why psychologists may soon be expected to play a more important role in the forensic field, are discussed. Lastly, prerequisites for the development of forensic psychology in South Africa are listed: the need for a sound theoretical and clinical knowledge of the chosen field or fields of psychology, knowledge of the relevant legal principles in the specific legal field, the promotion of research and the address of ethical aspects of forensic psychology.